GREEN YOUR LAWN
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Too much fertilizer, especially phosphorus, can turn lakes and rivers green
by encouraging the growth of algae. Algae takes up the air that fish need to
breathe in the water, and can give off chemicals that taste bad and are bad
for people’s skin. Keep chemicals out of our lakes and rivers by following
these tips:

e Don't apply fertilizer when it's raining or rain is in the forecast.

» Sweep or blow fertilizer that is on streets, driveways, and sidewalks back
onto your yard or dispose of it properly.

e Don't apply fertilizer within 25 feet of creeks, streams, and ponds.

e Don't blow or dump grass clippings, leaves, or any yard waste into
streets, storm drains or waterways.

» Test your soil before applying any fertilizer containing phosphorus.



UNDERSTANDING THE NUMBERS
ON YOUR FERTILIZER

All fertilizer labels have three numbers
displayed. These numbers represent the

nutrients nitrogen, phosphorus, and
potassium.
Nitrogen (N)

Encourages above
ground growth.

Phosphorus (P)
Encourages fruit and
flower production

and improves root
health.

Potassium (K)
Improves overall plant health.

Using too much fertilizer can
cause excess growth of algae
when carried by runoff into
water bodies. This, in turn, can
cause algae blooms which can degrade
water quality, produce toxins and result in
taste and odor problems in our drinking
water.

Most soils in Norman
DID YOU already have  sufficient
KNDW’ phosphorus levels for a

healthy lawn. Conducting a
soil test will help you determine how much,
if any, fertilizer you need to apply to your
lawn. This can help you save money by
applying only what you need and it helps
keep our waters clean!

CONTACT INFORMATION

City of Norman  Stormwater
Division

Phone: (405) 329-2524

Email: pwstormwater@normanok.gov
Website: https://www.normanok.gov/your-

government/departments/public-works-
department/stormwater-division

Stormwater Division Staff

Jason Murphy

Stormwater Program Manager
Office: 405-366-5455

Cell: (405) 365-4928

Amy Shepard
Stormwater Administrative Assistant
Office: (405) 329-2524

Hans Osgood,

Stormwater Maintenance Supervisor
Office: (405) 307-7278

Cell (405) 409-0508

Michelle Chao, CISEC, CPSWQ
Stormwater Program Specialist
Office: (405) 366-5435

Cell: (405) 226-0693

Stuart Shumate, CSI, OCESI
Stormwater Compliance Inspector
Office: (405) 217-7777

Cell: (405) 323-7155

Katrina Boteler

Stormwater Compliance Inspector
Office: (405) 366-5456

Cell: (405) 8370-3295

Norman Action Center

Phone: (405) 366-5396
Email: action.center@normanok.gov
Website: https://www.normanok.gov/action-

center

Department of Environmental

Quality

Phone: (405) 702-8100

Email: ecls-stormwaterpermitting@deq.ok.gov
Website: http://www.deq.state.ok.us/wqdnew/stor

mwater/index.html
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